
                                            
 

  

 

Rural Doctors Conference 2017 

Friday Program 

Workshops for General Practitioners  
GP Anaesthetics Workshop  

9:00 – 10:30 Regeneration of our precious rural proceduralists: Succession planning for GP 
Anaesthetists in rural hospitals. 
Dr Sue Harrison / Dr Lawrence Tay 
 
Updates from RWAV 
Dr Greg Coates   
 
Trending problems with BMI. Better screening and reducing the risks 
Dr Arul Sivanesan 
 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning Break 
 

11:00 – 12:30 Billing Mysteries Solved 
Dr Greg Coates 
 
Duckett review: Implications for GP Anaesthetists in the rural and regional 
centres 
Dr Michael Moynihan / Dr Lawrence Tay 
 
"Oh the mishaps we’ve seen". Avoidable errors and near-misses 
Dr Greg Coates 
 

12:30 – 1:30 Lunch  

1:30- 3:00 Periop Blood Management 
Dr Matthew Ku, Haematologist 
 
Sedation in the City: The good, the bad and the ugly. Metropolitan endoscopy 
and cosmetic suites 
Dr Arul Sivanesan 
 

3:00-3:30 Afternoon Break 

3:30 – 5:00 Local Anaesthetic Toxicity 
Dr Sam Kennedy 
 
Consultant Anaesthetist 
Tapentadol (bioCSL) 
 

 

 



                                            
 

  

 

Rural Doctors Conference 2017 

GP Obstetrics Workshop 

Presented by Dr David Simon 

9:00 – 10:30 Medical TOP - a new option for women in General Practice 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning break 

11:00- 12:30 What's new in Antenatal care - NIPT and other aneuploidy screening options 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00 What's controversial in antenatal care – thyroid testing, vitamin D, routine 
vitamins? 

3:00- 3:30 Afternoon Tea 

3:30-5:00 What's controversial in antenatal care – thyroid testing, vitamin D, routine 
vitamins? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                            
 

  

 

Rural Doctors Conference 2017 

Friday Program 

GP Geriatric Emergency Medicine Workshop 

Presented by Dr Guruprasad Nagaraj, Dr Sue Harrison, Dr Rinaldo Gonzales 

09:00 – 10:30 Welcome and introduction- Geriatric emergency medicine 
 

Physiology of the ageing patient – what is different? 
 
Presentation- Delirium 
 
Diagnosis and Management 
 
 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning Break 
 

11:00 – 12:30 Topic # 3- Atypical presentations in ED 
 
Topic # 4 – Elder Abuse 
 
Advanced Care Directives 
 
End of Life care 
 

12:30 – 1:30 Lunch  

1:30- 3:00 Case based discussion number 1 
 
Cases for discussion will review the issues presented earlier in the day, 
and also include discussion on the appropriate use of laboratory testing 
and imaging, transfer of patients from peripheral hospitals to tertiary 
centres, management strategies, discussing advanced care directives with 
patients, their families and staff, and end of life care. 
 

3:00-3:30 Afternoon Break 

3:30 – 5:00 Case based discussion number 2 
 
Case based discussion number 3 
 
Summary and conclusion, questions 
 
Evaluation 
 



                                            
 

  

 

Rural Doctors Conference 2017 

Workshops for Practice Nurses 

 Practice Nurses 

9:00 – 10:30 Compass trial and new HPV screening 
Stella Heley 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning break 

11:00- 12:30 Emotional intelligence for nurses 
Jennifer Arnold-Levy 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

 

Workshops for Practice Managers 

 Practice Managers 

1:30 – 3:00 Emergency response planning tool 
John Williams 

3:00- 3:30 Afternoon Tea 

3:30-5:00 Building effective workplace relationships 
Jennifer Arnold-Levy 

 

Workshops for Medical Students 

 Students 

9:00 – 10:30 Multidisciplinary approach to shared care 
Jane Judd 

10:30 – 11:00 Morning break 

11:00- 12:30 Medication adherence 
Patrick Devine 

12:30-1:30 Lunch 

1:30 – 3:00 Adolescent mental health  
Claudio Villela 

3:00- 3:30 Afternoon Tea 

3:30-5:00 Community collaboration 
Trent McCarthy 

 

 



                                            
 

  

 

Rural Doctors Conference 2017 

Conference Day 1 

Saturday Program 

TIME SESSION 

9:00 AM 

 Welcome and Conference Opening  
 

9:30 AM  Keynote: Christine Nixon  
 

10:30 AM  Morning break  
 

11:00 AM  Panel Hypothetical – The future of rural health in Victoria  
 

12:00 PM  RDAV Forum  
 

12:30 PM  RDAV EGM  

Invitation only. 

 
 Lunch break  
 

2:00 PM  Breakout: Emergency management of the sedated patient  

 Breakout: Career counselling  

 Breakout: MBS/financial management (Part 1)  

 Breakout: Airways management  

 Breakout: TBC (Monash University)  
 

3:00 PM  Breakout: Emergency management of the sedated patient  

 Breakout: The trouble with evidence-based medicine  

 Breakout: MBS/financial management (Part 2)  

 Breakout: Airways management  
 

3:45 PM  Afternoon break  
 

4:15 PM  Breakout: e-health  

 Breakout: The trouble with evidence-based medicine  

 Breakout: Professional Services Review Panel  
 

5:00 PM  Free time  
Optional leisure activities or free time. 

 

6:30 PM  Conference dinner and Victorian Rural Health Awards 

 



                                            
 

  

 

Rural Doctors Conference 2017 

Conference Day 2 

Sunday Program 

TIME SESSION 

 

9:00 AM 

 Breakout: FOAMed  

Targeted to GPs. 

 Breakout: First aid in the community & natural disaster 
response  

Targeted to medical students and registrars. 

 

10:00 AM  Morning break  
 

10:30 AM  Panel: Hypothetical – The role of GPs in disasters  
 

12:00 PM  Closing comments  
 

12:10 PM  Lunch break  
 

1:30 PM  Conference close  

 

 

 


